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reserved purely for the supply of the city proper. The city
of Ahmadabad owes a debt oi gratitude to Ranchhodlal for
his persistent advocacy of Colonel Ducut's proposals, which
cannot be measured in \vords, and the most ardent of his
former opponent* now eulogize his prescience and per-
severance foi the public weal.

In the maUei of the drainage of the- oily, Ranehhodlal's
polic}r was not marked by the same dr^ree of success. The
system, which Ranchhodlal wisely desired to supersede,
consisted of the removal of night-soil by hand and its
subsequent transpoit to two very offensive depots at
the Jamalpur and Shahpur gates of the city. He arranged
in 1885 for its removal by tramway to a spot outside the
cit}^ walls, known familiarly as Ba^h Fiydaus, (i The Garden
of Paiadise.1' Local opposition to the scheme of under-
ground drains, which he favoured, had received considerable
support from the published opinion of Sir Theodore Hope
already mentioned ; and Ranchhodlal determined, as his
first move in ihe struggle, to have a subcommittee appointed
with ample powers to investigate Ihe subject at issue and
make recommendations to the municipal board.. This
sub-committee, which omiint need woik in November, 1886,
reported without delay in favour of the removal of ^ullage
water by pipes as a temporaly inousun*; and at a meeting
of the municipal coin mil tee in the following month Ranch-
hodlal succeeded in gaining approval to a proposal that for
the area within the city walls the proposals of the sub-
committee should be tentatively adopted, and that in the
extra-mural area glazed earthonwaie pipes should be used
to carry the sullage to a distance of two miles to the south
of the city. The financial aspect of the pn >po&U was reserved
for further discussion. Opposition however was still so
strong that the Municipality at a subsequent meeting in
December declined to sanction the proposals and declared
definitely in favour of the removal of sullagc by hand,
Their decision was condemned by the Commissioner, N J).,
and by the Sanitary Commissioner, Deputy Surgeon-